BRITAIN S 


One of the ‘inspirations’ behind this first Jack 
Staff storyline was an issue of Captain America 
(253, by Roger Stern and John Byme, to give 
credit where it's due). This featured Captain 
America returning to Britain to do battle with 
Baron Blood, a vampire villain he had fought 
during World War 2, along with his fellow 
Invaders. During this issue he meets up with 
the original Union Jack (now confined to a 
wheel chair). The story ends with the 
hypnotised Captain America about to be bitten 
by Baron Blood ... 


What happens next? 
Haven't got the faintest idea. 


The following months Marvel Comics were 
never distributed in the UK, so | never got to 
know. | suspect the friendly old village doctor 
tums out to be Baron Blood in disguise and that 
Joey cor, | never thought I'd be shakin’ hands 
with Cap'n America Chapman becomes the 
next Union Jack: Captain America probably 
never became a vampire. 


I've said this elsewhere, so | may as well go 
public here. The original idea for Jack Staff 
came from a proposal for a mini series 
featuring the Marvel Character Union Jack 
(created by Roy Thomas and Frank Robbins). 
Actually, to call it a proposal makes it sound a 
little grander than it was. It was more that | was 
asking if they'd be interested in seeing a 
proposal. | never actually got as far as writing 
it! 


They never got back to me. 


But the more | thought about it the more the 
idea appealed to me, to the point where | 


Q: WRI>, thought why not just do it anyway? And so | 

K iy did. It wasn't until | was a month away from 

zx \ s publishing the first issue of Jack Staff that | 

ny \ t found out that Marvel had actually published a 
3 At Union Jack mini series early in 1999! Ah well 

v fA) o Jack Staff is not Union Jack. This is not the 

Lp > story | would have written for Union Jack, that 

was just where | started. 


What happens next? 


Come back next issue and find out! 
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NATHAN HART 1S ONE OF 
AMERICA'S LIVING LEGENDS! 


TOGETHER WITH HIS YOUNG PAL, 
STEVE, THE STAR SPANGLED kIo, 
HE FOUGHT THE NAZI MENACE DURING 
WWI, HE WAS A BEACON OF 
HOPE, FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM, 
AND SHOWING THE WAY TO A 
BETTER, GRIGHTER FUTURE! 


BUT WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER, 
SGT. STATES VANISHED! HAD 
HE LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR DEmd- 
CRACY, OR SIMPLY RETURNED 
Home To BUILD THAT Berri 
FUTURE HE HAD FOUGHT S° 
BRAVELY FORT 


No ONE KNEW. BUT NO ONE 
FORGOT THAT HOPE . THAT IDEAL. 


THEN, NEARLY FORTY YEARS ON, 
THAT FAITH WAS REWARDED. 


SGT. STATES WAS FOUND 
FROZEN INICE, WAITING FOR 
A TIME WHEN HIS COUNTRY 
WOULD NEED HIM AGAIN! 


HE STILL FIGHTS FOR AMERICA, 
THE HOPE. THE DREAM. 
THE TRUTH. 
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time charging Jack 
with the murder of 
BECKY BDRDOCK - 
girl reporter- when I 
was Still around to 
give eviderice orl tehal 
of the defence. 


THE ROBOT MAN 


hasn't been seen since 
we checked her into the 
hospital with sunborn. 
Her parents probably 
GKOUNDED her: 


Me Im still working for 
THE WORLDS PRESS 
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Ive got anew title too. 
BECKY BURDOCK 
Vampire Reporter. 
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THE POLICE INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
CASTLETOWN VAMPIRE KILLINGS 
HAS BEEN SCALED DOWN FOLLOWING 
THE DISCOVERY OF A BODY INTHE 
UNDERGROUND CAVERNS. 
POLICE SAY THEY ARE NOT LOOKING 
FOR ANY OTHER SUSPECTS INTHIS CASE. 


NALLY 


HERE'S A GOOD THOUGHT To END ON. 
AMERICA’S FIGHTING FOOTSOLDIER 


ait STATES 


FLEW OUT OF HEATHROW TONIGHT AT 
THE END OF HIS EVROPEAN TOUR OF 
DUTY’ DURING THE LAST TWO MONTHS 
THE WORLD WAR TWO VETERAN 

VISITED MORE RECENT AREAS OF 
CONFLICT, HELPING TO ESTABLISH 
AID PROJECTS TO HELP THOSE CAUGHT 

UP IN THE FIGHTING. 


HIS LAST FEW DAYS WERE SPENT IN 

BRITAIN, REVISITING OLD FRIENDS: 

FROM HIS WARTIME VISITS NEARLY 
SIXTY YEARS AGO. 


OUR REPORTER CAUGHT UP WITH THE 
LEGENDARY HERO MOMENTS BEFORE 
HE BOARDED THE PLANE. 


SURE - GIVE MORE 
BLOOD YOU GUYS! 
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PARTING 
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SERGEANT? 


SEE_ Y'ALL AGAIN 
REAL SOON! 


THAT'S THE NEWS AT TEN THIRTY, 
GOODNIGHT. 


ad 


Also Available: 


KANE 


the critically acclaimed crime comic 
written and drawn by Paul Grist. 


Greetings from New Eden 
(Kane 1 to 4) 
$13.45 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 


NEXT MONTH Histories (Kane 9 to 12) 


KANE 29 


$14.00 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 


Thirty Ninth (Kane 13 to 18) 
$21.50 US £9.95 UK £12.00 


Europe 
It's Day One as Detective Kane joins the 39” 
Precinct. Together with his partner Dennis Harvey 
they investigate the murder of Michelle Hawkins, Kane Subscriptions 
an investigation which leads right to the door of (6 issues/1 year) 
Oscar Darke. $24.00 US £10.80 UK £15.00 
Oh - and there's a Frank Miller pin-up page too. Europe 
onoer vourcoryNow! | JACK STAFF 
Jack Staff Subscriptions 


(6 issues/1 year) 

$24.00 US £10.80 UK £15.00 
Europe 

Price includes postage. Please state with 
which issue you want your subscription to 
begin. 


Jack Staff Back Issues 
$2.95 US £1.80 UK £2.50 Europe 


Prices per single copy. US orders please 
add $1.50 to total (back issues only) to 


cover postage. 


Cheques/postal orders 
payable to PAUL GRIST 


DANCING ELEPHANT PRESS 
P.O. Box 2362, Wells, BA5 1YQ, England 


